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 Dear Readers,


      We believe this will be a good year for afterschool and extra learning opportunities in Maine and across the country – maybe not so much in terms of new funding, but in enhanced awareness of the value and place of afterschool programming and all that it embodies:  relationship-based learning programs, individualized education, positive youth development principals, community involvement and youth voice, to highlight only some of the picture! The national focus on drop-out prevention, enhanced school effectiveness, children’s physical fitness and health, and transformation of juvenile justice systems – these are some of the policy issues that will steer public awareness toward the value of quality out-of-school and summer programming. 


      The Youth Development Institute has been scheduled for July 26-28 in Orono, and a big piece of it will be sharing best practices among teachers/staff in different learning venues. Look for details next month.


      The Maine Legislature is back in session.  We should urge all parents and school officials to contact their local Representatives and Senators with stories of how quality programs have benefited their families and kids.  Again, our friend Rep. Anne Haskell, recently told a crowd of youth supporters that a Maine legislator needs only 3 calls to conclude that an issue is serious. Let’s get serious!


Deb & Cyndy


 








January 20, 2010 – Public Hearing, Education and Cultural Affairs Committee of the Maine Legislature – 9:00a.m., Room 202, Cross State Office Building.  “An Act to Increase Maine’s High School Graduation Rate.”  Note – this bill proposes systemic changes that may increase the prominence of afterschool programming and other “extra learning opportunities” and lead to their incorporation as part of the state educational system.


February 13 – 15, 2010 – Winter Outdoor Survival Weekend, sponsored by Operation Military Kids and 4-H, open to all youth ages 13-18, University of Maine 4-H Camp and Learning Center at Bryant Pond.  Survival skills like building fires without matches, building and sleeping in snow shelters, animal tracking, water purification, ice fishing and more!  $30.  Call Susan at 1/800-287-1482 or 665-2068. 


March 27, 2010 – Windham School Age Child Care Association will sponsor 3rd annual child care conference, Windham High School, 7:00a.m. – 3:30p.m. Call Leetta Keene at 207/756-2386. 


April 3, 2010 –  “Life Happens Outside” – Teens To Trails conference, Windham High School, 406 Gray Road, Windham.  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., $10 for students, $20 for adults.  Contact:  Carol Leone, � HYPERLINK "mailto:teens2trails@gwi.net" ��teens2trails@gwi.net� 207/882-9613. 


April 17, 2010 – “Kids, Kids, Kids” Conference – Child Care Options Resource Development Center, Farmingdale, Maine  Libby Mitchell keynote speaker.  Training, networking, information tables & fun.  Call Child Care Options at 207/582-3110.











April 8, 9, 2010 – “We Can!” training, a national childhood obesity prevention initiative.  Senator Inn & Spa in Augusta. Training in 4 turn-key science-based curricula for parents, afterschool programs and 3rd-4th grade students, created by National Heart Lung and Blood Institute, sponsored by the Cooperative Extension.  For educators of 8-13 year olds.  FMI, call Heather Andrews at (207) 622-7546.
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Grant: Disney Friends for Change – for kids' projects that help the environment and inspire children ages 5-18 to work with their families, friends, schools and communities to address critical needs in their local, national and global communities. To be eligible, projects will need to be done any time during 2010 and should include one service or celebratory component on Global Youth Service Day, April 23-25.  Funder:  Disney Corp.  Eligibility:  schools, organizations and individuals. Deadline: Jan. 29. Amount: 150 $500 grants.  Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ysa.org/grants/announcements/friendsforchange" ��http://www.ysa.org/grants/announcements/friendsforchange�.


Grant: Coming Up Taller - For excellence in after-school and out-of-school arts and humanities programs for young people. Funder: President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities. Eligibility: Museums, libraries, performing arts organizations, universities, colleges, arts centers, community service organizations, schools, businesses, and eligible government entities are among the organizations invited to apply. Deadline: Jan. 29. Amount: Recipients receive $10,000 each, a plaque and an invitation to attend the annual Coming Up Taller Leadership Enhancement Conference. Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcah.gov/cut/2010CUTNominationApplication.pdf" ��www.pcah.gov/cut/2010CUTNominationApplication.pdf�  and  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cominguptaller.org" ��www.cominguptaller.org� 


Grant: Siemens We Can Change the World Challenge - For youth-led environmental projects. Funder: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSDiCPisETzUfEEhLfp4E_ff-IHVZV4y_J3ZNhWERq7-NqORVxi4gPUkS0EltBfiGcJ4XHwyiII4JnIJeByU8fqHKyJKnDTF71KxET9gfuG2cdanMTVeo9yx" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSDiCPisETzUfEEhLfp4E_ff-IHVZV4y_J3ZNhWERq7-NqORVxi4gPUkS0EltBfiGcJ4XHwyiII4JnIJeByU8fqHKyJKnDTF71KxET9gfuG2cdanMTVeo9yx" \t "_blank" �Siemens Foundation�, � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSCo70q-_dczpbotvAjWoTavdUVfFub9TN6PyvETPDibyaf5KSBsujQ5kU6eoiazNWOvjIPT4dv9zMeB0DFw2E1aSkEt9qpeOaLYxl8he0x8Ofl66nOG8UKy" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSCo70q-_dczpbotvAjWoTavdUVfFub9TN6PyvETPDibyaf5KSBsujQ5kU6eoiazNWOvjIPT4dv9zMeB0DFw2E1aSkEt9qpeOaLYxl8he0x8Ofl66nOG8UKy" \t "_blank" �Discovery Education� and the � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSB8iN0NPzN6AdNSFS77XHkzFj1JiKPqw1YUjLtUCjO5rCnVoOdR_-1FF665fGQEHgvRMzDLp4oPgkUnr_N3Wrh6k4jP9Tz-7CI=" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSB8iN0NPzN6AdNSFS77XHkzFj1JiKPqw1YUjLtUCjO5rCnVoOdR_-1FF665fGQEHgvRMzDLp4oPgkUnr_N3Wrh6k4jP9Tz-7CI=" \t "_blank" �National Science Teachers Association�.  Eligibility: Students in grades K - 8.  Deadline:  Jan. 31, 2010 for elementary schools; March 15 for middle schools.  Amount: more than $100,000 in cash and prizes. Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSDv6Iag0guEGbxH6uZ11xjXt6KkobnRBKl6WOCzsMrMWJ60cVtKgdbQHx1uxqVUIRJOiKUtuAEwbdyq9bQV2ZK8tux8k9nTrvb_cZbYF4xw3Q==" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102742480206&s=471&e=001_mJprvPdfSDv6Iag0guEGbxH6uZ11xjXt6KkobnRBKl6WOCzsMrMWJ60cVtKgdbQHx1uxqVUIRJOiKUtuAEwbdyq9bQV2ZK8tux8k9nTrvb_cZbYF4xw3Q==" \t "_blank" �http://wecanchange.com�.





Grant:  Grant: Music Matters - For educational reform in school music programs and independent music programs. Funder: Muzak Heart & Soul Foundation.  Eligibility: Schools and music programs. Deadline: Feb. 5. 


Amount: $1,000 to $12,000 each.  Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://heart.muzak.com/what/grants.aspx" ��http://heart.muzak.com/what/grants.aspx� . 


Grant: Character education - To help school districts and individual schools purchase materials, supplies, equipment and software that assist in promoting character education among K-12 students. Funder: Sprint Foundation. Eligibility: U.S. public schools and school districts serving K-12 students. Deadline: Apply between Jan. 4 and Feb. 5.  Amount: District-level grants are range from $10,000 to $25,000; school-level grants range from $500 to $5,000.  Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/8hqa29" ��http://tinyurl.com/8hqa29� .


Grant: Get Ur Good On - For youth-led service initiatives addressing critical community needs, such as poverty, education and environmental sustainability. Funder: Miley Cyrus and Youth Service America. Eligibility: Youth. Deadline: Feb. 22. Amount: 100 grants of $500 each. Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yc3gfjx" ��http://tinyurl.com/yc3gfjx� .


Grant: Ethnic Community Self-Help - To connect newcomer refugees and their communities with community resources. Funder: U.S. Administration for Children and Families. Eligibility: Nonprofits, including faith-based and community organizations. Deadline: Feb. 24. Amount: 25 grants of $50,000 to $200,000.


Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102785010419&s=471&e=001ipS3rYhhtzSNOkgv621IjKKy6ZEreTcJ7uMPKtKYnb3c6OTxPwW8la0nSa7zLbACRfbIvXEHEY9cH4dKMGw6onk0_wXpa2wnfHk-XoEoIaTWtNiM6s9WFKsjAD9diF5dYKmX2qGuQNXR5DzUZr41vISzoXzSRpn6QY_t3gnSDoHjRXRp1dVzpsxtCb9AMLerq7j3nInfrpA=" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102785010419&s=471&e=001ipS3rYhhtzSNOkgv621IjKKy6ZEreTcJ7uMPKtKYnb3c6OTxPwW8la0nSa7zLbACRfbIvXEHEY9cH4dKMGw6onk0_wXpa2wnfHk-XoEoIaTWtNiM6s9WFKsjAD9diF5dYKmX2qGuQNXR5DzUZr41vISzoXzSRpn6QY_t3gnSDoHjRXRp1dVzpsxtCb9AMLerq7j3nInfrpA=" \t "_blank" �http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=41220�.





Grant: Preferred Communities - To support the resettlement of newly arrived refugees and to address the needs of special populations. Funder: U.S. Administration for Children and Families. Eligibility: Nonprofits, including faith-based and community organizations. Deadline: Feb. 24. Amount: 12 awards of $100,000 to $300,000.�Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=41208 �" ��http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=41208 ��


Grant: 2010 Heinz Ketchup Creativity - To highlight the artistic work of students. Funder: Heinz. Eligibility: Students from schools across the U.S. in grades K through 12. Deadline: Feb. 26.  Amount: One of the top 12 winners will be chosen as the grand prize winner and his or her artwork will appear on 2.5 million Heinz Ketchup bottles. The student will also receive a $5,700 cash prize. Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ketchupcreativity.com/about.aspx" ��www.ketchupcreativity.com/about.aspx� .


Grant: Finish Line Youth Foundation youth grants - For youth athletic programs, such as community-based programs addressing active lifestyle and team-building skills; and camps, particularly those emphasizing sports and serving children who are disadvantaged or have special needs.  Funder: Finish Line Youth Foundation.  Eligibility: 501(c)(3)s.  .Deadline:  March 31.  Amount: From $1,000 to $5,000 each.  Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www.finishline.com/store/youthfoundation/guidelines.jsp" ��www.finishline.com/store/youthfoundation/guidelines.jsp� .


Grant: VSA arts Playwright Discovery - For students to examine how disability affects their lives and the lives of others through the art of playwriting.  Funder: VSA arts.  Eligibility:  Middle and high school students. 


Deadline: April 15.  Amount: $2,000 each.  Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102785010419&s=471&e=001ipS3rYhhtzS7KoZSK6XrNDa7PhzeRHn2ux5EPnevdqBee30DJeOzOAYohAfv_RgubpldUPLYLzcxzF_k-AHvJjWKkoeMnXO1BvBGwvH-N8jZiQQLzTixtw==" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102785010419&s=471&e=001ipS3rYhhtzS7KoZSK6XrNDa7PhzeRHn2ux5EPnevdqBee30DJeOzOAYohAfv_RgubpldUPLYLzcxzF_k-AHvJjWKkoeMnXO1BvBGwvH-N8jZiQQLzTixtw==" \t "_blank" �www.vsarts.org/x244.xml�. 
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Purpose:





To enable every child to have access to quality, inclusive, affordable after school programming that meets the needs of the child, the family and the community.








Vision:





Every school-age child in Maine will have access to quality; inclusive, affordable programs during out-of-school time that meet the needs of the child, the family and the community.








Training





Network Goals:





Foster statewide, regional, and local partnerships through clear communication among policymakers and providers, in order to coordinate services across the state.





Assist in securing resources needed to develop new after school programs and sustain existing programs.





Assist with training, technical assistance and coordination to ensure that programs are inclusive, high quality, and meet the needs of children, families and communities.











Grants
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