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 Dear Readers,


        We are thrilled to share the news that Maine has been selected as one of 5 states to take part in the Supporting Student Success Through Expanded Learning Opportunities initiative. Funded by C.S. Mott Foundation and sponsored jointly by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), and the National Governors Association (NGA), this award includes a $50,000 technical assistance grant and guidance from national experts throughout the coming 18 months.  


        Under the grant, Maine’s team of officials from the Governor’s office, the Department of Education, and the Afterschool Network, as well as two legislators (Senator Justin Alfond and Representative Jane Crosby Giles), will work together and receive assistance with integrating Expanded Learning Opportunities (out-of-school-time programs) into Maine’s educational system.  This is an exciting opportunity to put Maine at the forefront of the movement to elevate the status of afterschool programming in American education and youth development efforts!


         We have distributed over 100 copies of the “Reaching Potential Through Afterschool in Maine” video.  Please let us know if you would like a copy – they are free and useful in a variety of ways.  The video is 18 minutes long and features scenes from  numerous different programs around the state, highlighting the general benefits of high quality programming for children and youth.


        The annual national “Lights On Afterschool” celebration is coming up in October, and we welcome any ideas or willingness to help plan something highly visible and exciting in Augusta!  Local events are also very important.  For information about Lights On, go to the Afterschool Alliance site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm" ��http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm� .





-- Deb & Cyndy 


 


Job Opening:  Maine Humanities Council Teacher Program Officer: “We are seeking an individual to provide full-time administrative and programmatic support to the Council's humanities-based professional development programs for teachers of children ages 0 - 18. Summary of job: Provide administrative and programmatic support for professional development for educators serving infants, toddlers, and Pre-K through grade 12 students. Complete job description � HYPERLINK "http://mainehumanities.org/about/TeacherProgramOfficerJobDesc.6.09.doc" �here�. Please submit a cover letter, resume, and 3 references by July 20, 2009, to: Teacher Program Officer Search, 674 Brighton Avenue, Portland, ME 04102, or by email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:trudy@mainehumanities.org" �trudy@mainehumanities.org�. No phone calls, please.”


Job Opening:  Operations Manager - Penquis, a social services agency serving Penobscot, Piscataquis and Knox counties, is recruiting for this position in its Child Development Department.  Based in Bangor, this 40 hrs/week management position assists the Child Development Department Director by managing operational aspects of 47 child care and head start classrooms in 18 locations. Requires a Bachelors Degree in Early Childhood Education, or related field, at least 5 years related experience, two of which in a supervisory or administrative capacity, excellent verbal and written skills, math/computational skills, computer proficiency and word processing skills.   Application form and job description are available from Penquis, 262 Harlow Street, Bangor, Maine 04402; Tel: 973-3500;  from the Penquis offices in Dover-Foxcroft, Rockland, or you may apply online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.penquis.org/" \o "blocked::http://www.penquis.org/" �www.penquis.org�.  Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
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July 14, 2009 – First  session of Orientation to Child Welfare, “Building a Better Future” - 5:30-7:30p.m. at Youth Alternatives Ingraham Family Center, South Portland – First in a 5-week series co-presented by Parents as Partners, an organization of parents who have worked with the Child Welfare system and successfully reunited with their children. Guidance for families with open Child Welfare cases. Call 523-5079. 


July 13-16, 2009- National Institute on Out-of-School Time - Summer Seminars for Afterschool Program Professionals. John Hancock Conference Center, 40 Trinity Place, Boston, Mass.  View NIOST's � HYPERLINK "http://bostonbeyond.org/_assets/pdf/niost-summer-2009.pdf" \t "_blank" �Summer Seminar flyer�.  For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.niost.org/summerseminars" �http://www.niost.org/summerseminars�.


July 17, 2009 –  Deadline to submit Giraffe Award nominations! Since 1995, the Maine Children’s Alliance has been recognizing those who "stick out their necks for kids" in communities all over Maine. To request a Giraffe Award nomination form, call Maine Children's Alliance, (207) 623-1868 x202 or E-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:Mainekids@mekids.org" ��Mainekids@mekids.org�  or download from MCA's website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mekids.org" ��www.mekids.org�  by clicking on the "Events" link.


August 10 & 17, 2009  – An Introduction to Autism, 6:00-8:00p.m. - Child Care Options in Farmingdale. Deb Crump, Trainer.  Definition and diagnosis of Autism, PDD, Asperger’s Disorder, the “spectrum.”   Gain a better understanding of how to serve these children.  $10, pre-registration required. Call Pam Soucy  at 582-3110. 


Sept. 16, 23, 30 – Brain Development Advanced Level Training – 6:00-8:30p.m. - Skowhegan Extension Office. Sharon Abair, Trainer.  Learn about brain development and vulnerability to early childhood environmental events, as well as healing and supportive measures providers can take to mitigate negative developmental effects. $10, pre-registration required.  Call Pam Soucy at 582-3110 or 1-800-525-2229. 


September 27, 2009 – “Cub Tracks” Youth Triathalon – UMO campus, 12 noon.  Registration 9-10 a.m.; mandatory meeting at 11:00 a.m.  Ages 7-9 and 10-13, with  swim, run, &  bike; $20 per child.  Co-sponsored by Universitiy of  Maine and Eastern Maine Medical Center. Register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.active.com" ��www.active.com�, and type key words “cub tracks.”  FMI call 973-4600.


October 10 – 11, 2009 (Columbus Day Week-End) – Rendezvous ’09 – Acadia National Park – Co-sponsored by Teens To Trails and Acadia National Park,  2 days of camping, hiking and biking with Maine high school outing clubs.  Planning is still underway, but it’s time to join in and indicate your interest in being included!  See the brochure at � HYPERLINK "http://www.teenstotrails.org/acadia_rendezvous09.html" ��http://www.teenstotrails.org/acadia_rendezvous09.html�   and/or call 882-6935 for details.  


October 15-16, 2009 – Northeast Regional Mentoring Conference – Marriott Providence, Providence R.I.  Thurs. eve. reception and Friday all day, co-sponsored by the Mentoring Partnerships of Maine, Massachusetts, NYC, Long Island, Rhode Island and Vermont. $100/person, includes Thurs. reception, Fri. breakfast and lunch. Registration details at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mentorRI.org/NERC.htm" ��www.mentorRI.org/NERC.htm�  or call Jo-Ann Schofield 401/732-7700.


  


Target Field Trip Grants – Purpose:  to fund the cost of out-of-school learning opportunities (e.g. trips to museums, community service projects, cultural events) for students K-12. Eligibility: Education professionals employed by accredited K-12 schools. Awards:  up to $800 (as many as 5,000 to be awarded). Deadline: Nov. 3.  Info: � HYPERLINK "http://sites.target.com/site/en/company/page.jsp?contentId=WCMP04-031880" �Target Field Trip Grants� . 


Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation - Purpose: To support Maine communities, including projects in literacy, community services and the arts. Eligibility:  501(c)3 organizations.  Awards: $500-$50,000.  Deadline: semi-annually June 30 and Dec. 31. Info: � HYPERLINK "http://www.stkfoundation.org/Pages/process" ��http://www.stkfoundation.org/Pages/process� .


Great American Bake Sale Grants – Purpose: To increase participation in after-school and summer nutrition programs. Funder: Share Our Strength. Eligibility: Nonprofits, schools and local governments. Awards: $1,000 to $10,000. Deadline: Sept. 30. Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102618273056&s=471&e=0016g56sIeyY7TKdVD130qwFlcvRkaSp5eWQGLkUT9P6PGlY6u4Xv4l8xJHulpVI5WdGlUdDzotJzxUIFxu6Ipg9SdiLgu8MUbz90utdpkt1hiExQV6uJWLmby1jliTh4eFW9bewKmaVxh-YbO5RL9QV6JtHDabhSdzvN0b4S32HoJIRR-tZt47JEQ8MrnY_OlTiIcbDQkL0tl1Li1HI2tfPA==" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102618273056&s=471&e=0016g56sIeyY7TKdVD130qwFlcvRkaSp5eWQGLkUT9P6PGlY6u4Xv4l8xJHulpVI5WdGlUdDzotJzxUIFxu6Ipg9SdiLgu8MUbz90utdpkt1hiExQV6uJWLmby1jliTh4eFW9bewKmaVxh-YbO5RL9QV6JtHDabhSdzvN0b4S32HoJIRR-tZt47JEQ8MrnY_OlTiIcbDQkL0tl1Li1HI2tfPA==" \t "_blank" �http://gabs.strength.org/site/DocServer/2009_Request_for_Proposals_-_GABS.pdf?docID=3542�


Service-learning mini-grants – Purpose: To support "green" projects at K-12 schools, such as energy efficiency and recycling. Funder: State Farm Youth Advisory Board and KIDS Consortium. Eligibility: K-12 educators, students and community organizations working with youth in New England states. Deadline: Aug. 31. Amount: up to $750  per grant (program total $93,000). Contact: � HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102618273056&s=471&e=0016g56sIeyY7Qv-OoeyE8YtNcCwykGjbROprIKIzXouKR6cQTTcJ0irSFNC88SV3wgdT7IsRgAU23Hq39aV4fd9fcFainUQJZ6-IsJLWPhG7zCvg1aF_-FHwh-Vy-nEcTqECvuji0Akpw=" \o "blocked::http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102618273056&s=471&e=0016g56sIeyY7Qv-OoeyE8YtNcCwykGjbROprIKIzXouKR6cQTTcJ0irSFNC88SV3wgdT7IsRgAU23Hq39aV4fd9fcFainUQJZ6-IsJLWPhG7zCvg1aF_-FHwh-Vy-nEcTqECvuji0Akpw=" \t "_blank" �www.kidsconsortium.org/greenschools.php�. 


Virginia Hodgkins Somers Revocable Trust -  Purpose:  focused on programs involving education at all levels and assisting individuals with the improvement of their lives through education. Eligibility:  tax-exempt charitable non-profits. Deadline:  May 31 and Dec. 31.  Info: “If your organization has a childrens' educational program in mind, we invite you to visit the rest of our website to view the kinds of organizations we seek to fund. If you wish to apply for a grant, the required forms can be downloaded from this website.”    � HYPERLINK "http://www.vhsfoundation.org/forms.html" ��http://www.vhsfoundation.org/forms.html� .  Tel.  286-4109.


                                                                                                            


                                                                                                                                                      





                                                                        





Purpose:





To enable every child to have access to quality, inclusive, affordable after school programming that meets the needs of the child, the family and the community.








Vision:





Every school-age child in Maine will have access to quality; inclusive, affordable programs during out-of-school time that meet the needs of the child, the family and the community.








Dates





Network Goals:





Foster statewide, regional, and local partnerships through clear communication among policymakers and providers, in order to coordinate services across the state.





Assist in securing resources needed to develop new after school programs and sustain existing programs.





Assist with training, technical assistance and coordination to ensure that programs are inclusive, high quality, and meet the needs of children, families and communities.
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